Cleaning

Equipment

By Ron Baer
Lndgue Industriegs, e

DESPITE CHANGES OVER THE YEARS,
one fact of masonry business remains true:
the last step in the masenry bullding process
- the one that takes so little time and is Zen-
erally left to the least skilled laborer - is the
one that gives the overall impression of your
work. If the job is cleaned properly, then it is
usually seen as a good job. On the fiip side of
the coin, the reverse can hold true as well.

Are masonry contractors making the same
mistake as many other businesses that rely on
relatively low-paid individuals to make the first
and last impressions on customers? Banks do
it all the time, leaving customer contact o
tellers whose typical longevity is measured in
months, not years, Large companies do it with
telephone operators and receptionists also,

A simple solution to this issue - put a
mason on the job - would only yield more
problems. Our experienced masons don't want
to clean, plus we need to get them on 1o the
next jots,

What's the answer to the dilemma’? You can
either do the job yourself or turn to the same
answer that managers use when they want o
be assured that an employeg is doing the
things we want them to be doing, when we
want them to be doing it, and the way we
want them to be doing It systemize and

mechanize the operation.
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If the job s Cleaned properly, then itis usually

seen as a good job,

Step 1:
Choose the Equipment

I SYSPEMIEE CLEAMNING [l'll:"‘l'-:‘ are awi che NC8S 10 2ouip-
ment. One choice in equipment can be a general purpose,
high pressure washers, such as those manuofactured by
Landa, Hotsy, "'.1i_|__|||i1 “Moand the European ¢ ompany,
Karcher

A second alternative is to use 3 washer miade \+':.;_-,_'ig'i._-.|:.
ly for eleaning masonry such as those available from Kem
- Kleen. Though they're also able to serve as 2 standard
wiasher, kem-0-Kleen machines are specifically made for
cleaning new masonry and restoring older masonry.

Foer those who are looking for more information,
MCAAs Masonry Showcase in Las Vegas, March 2004, will
be a great opporiunity te check out what's new in cleaning

gquipment.

Step 2:
Choose the Chemical and Application Process

LHEMICAL MANUFACTURES, such as Sure Klcen, Arrow
and Diedrick, are constantly developing new chemicals to
mecl :~|"l.'-:_'l.’-|l.' needs. '1'|1|'|II5-1|‘. st contractors have ther
favorite brand and type of chemical that they prefer, it is
worthwhile W experiment and try new offerings from time
L Lprmee.

{ Yoviously, as every chemical is different; vou should refer to
the manufacturer for misture amowts, e and procedures,

With general purpose standard washers, it is possinle 1o apply
sonne relatively nert Ceaning chemicals such s liquid deterpents
l low pressure with water, Keep in mind thar harsher cleaning
chennicals will, over a short period of time, destroy many of the
parts ol @ general purpose washer,

Standard pressure washers do enable systemization o some
extent. All washers operate at near their rated pressure or less,
-.'5:!'l'li|':i'.[i|I|; L -.1.1|1!.5|;r that an pperator willl e pressure in
excess of the mate

When using a standard washer, the cleaning chemical
can heapplied in one of three general ways, First, it can be
ir:_ll,"'IiL'I.i with the "I'Iikl.hil!l.', IH!.H!(_‘: & |_|§|_'j||_:|,_‘|| 'i||||_-|_'|;._'||', A B
ond application method is 1w apply the chemical with a
separate hand pump. The third option is to brush on the
chemical by hand.

Controdling the fow rate of the chemical is difficult to judge
hecause the chemical st always be .3|,'||,'||iq._'|,_1 with water Once
the chermical has been applicd the prescure can be returned o
rinse the surface,

Cleaning Systems
For New and Restored Masonry

Owning your own Masonry Cleaning System means
YOU control work schedules and costs
YOU conrol your labor force activity
YOU control the finished look of YOUR project
YOU make mare money

Distributor
Inquiries
Irwited

For mare info go to WWW.kem-o-kleen.com
For a live demo call 1-B00-274-4121
Building and Project owners demand excellence
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EXCELLENCE UNDER PRESSURE
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- FREE SPRAYERS -

I @r & Oparafors
 amprasgar eiunaded
= Warking Herght 10 Flaars
o @ fe 3 Sal gt
= Rediced Cvarspray
= Lghheright, Porfalis
Spray Af 20 te @0 Psy

» clean Mew Brick/Block
= Claan O Durty Brick
= Waterprosf Rdasonry

« Spray curing Agents
= Sleangre & Bleaches
« Asids Causties

FREE SPRAYERS ARE BASED UPON YOUR COMPANY BUYING OUR:
ABR wood treatment products, Peel-Away, Safe N Easy,

Diedrich Technologies, & EaCoChem at Great Prices.

Why would you pay for a chemical sprayer
When you get our COBRA Sprayer free?

Call Bob or Barbie B'-‘r “é“&'

1-800-288-7800 wn rurln His-dbeac ] o

One stop shoppmg for your Restorahion cChemicals and Machingry
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Kem-0-Kleen equipment has an adjustable chemical
delivery svstem that enables the operator to apply the
chiernical in a variety of ways, depending on what works
hest for the particular type of surface being cleaned,
Contractors should be familiar with these choices and have
a systemized way lor laborers 1o use the correct delivery
method for each application.

Step 3:
Choose a Nozzle Pattern

Orek VARLABLE that may be overlooked is the nowzle pattern,
Kost standard washers are supplied with a variety of norses,
each having a different spray pattern, which arc measured in
;'.-.*-_gg_n_--_m_ A remo ;'I{;-I\.I'ﬁ.'- norsle has a concentrated spray pattern,
creating maxinum pressure over a very siall area. A 45 degree
nozrle distributes the pressure of & wider arca s the water
lcaves the novele in a spray that is 45 degrees wade,

y relatively new tool available for washing masonry 15 a
needie that gives you the power of a zero degree nozzie bt the
water comes out of the nozzle in a conical pattern ereated by
the pulsating and rotating noezde, Sometimes referred to as a
“arbo nowle” it has features that make it very usetul for cdean-
ing hardet brick types and block — it should not be use d on soft
hrick, Turbo noezles are also useful when washing equipment
andd for other peneral cleaning chores.

Dot leave the ChoICE

of nozzles to the operator

%;

on't leave the choice of nozzles to the operator. Using
certain nuzeles may cause damage to the surface. Find the
nowele pattern that works and leave only that one with the
rmachine.
Step 4:
Test Panel

Onge you have decided on what type of maching, chermcal

and nozzle o use, it is a good idea t test your systernzzed
cleaning process.on a test paned for approval by the architect.
Since some cobor variation may occur as a result of cleaning,
the test panel shoukd display all of the specified brick, block and
murtar types specified for the job with the ceaning prooess that
wou anticipate using for the entire joh.

Same of your choices for gach of these steps may change
depending on the job at hand, but the process tself should be
systemized from start 1o finish o assure that your cumpany’s
hard work will leave a lasting positive imipression. &

Ronald Baar i= president of Linigod Industres, .,

manufaciuner of Mem-iRipen masanry cleasing eguipmend,

and Enterprse Comsulting of Colorads, Ing., 8 consulting o

prrivdding manogement senices o family-owmed DUSImeRsas
and facilitarrs for The Afermative. Boand (TAQL Baer will be
dispawing the Hem-0-Klpen machines af MCAA's Masanry
SHoweAsE in Lag Yeeas in March. I Vs mesmntlme, De sy Re

reached at (BO0) 274-d 141

the gﬁg way to eliminate all of these problems...
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